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OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEGISLATIVE INVOLVEMENT ABOUND 

Sherilyn Bennion, LWVU Co-Director Legislative Action,  
801-274-9215 lcbscb@q.com 

 
The Utah Legislature will be meeting this year from January 24 to March 10, 
and Leaguers will find plenty of opportunities to participate, at all levels of 
involvement, in this crucial process of government.  If you haven't observed 
the Legislature before and are thinking of checking it out, consider coming to 
the Legislative Orientation on Thursday, January 20, at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Copper Room, south of the cafeteria in the Senate Office Building.  Experi-
enced Leaguers will discuss how the Legislature works and how League inter-
acts with it.  You'll have time to buy lunch in the cafeteria before our session 
starts. 
 
Other ideas for newcomers to the League's legislative activities:   
• Team up with a member of the Legislative Action Corps to see the League 

in Action.  (E-mail Jenn Gonnelly (jenn@gonnelly.com) or Sherilyn Ben-
nion (lcbscb@q.com), League Legislative Co-directors, to arrange for a 
partner.)  

• E-mail or call the League office to sign up for one or more of the Legisla-
tive interest groups focusing on education, natural resources, health care 
and elections/ethics and be part of the League discussion. 

• Read over the League's Legislative Priorities (see list in this issue of the 
Voter), pick an issue and start to do a little at-home research on what is 
happening. 

• During the session, listen to the Sandy Peck's League report every morn-
ing on KCPW. 

• Send informed e-mails to your legislators in response to League calls to 
action. 

 

For newcomers and veterans, the annual League Legislative Luncheon, 
featuring legislators from both political parties, will be on Friday, February 
11, at 11:30 a.m., south of the cafeteria in the Senate Office Building (see 
above). 
 

Additional ideas for involvement: 
• Track a bill through the legislative process on a selected topic. 

 
LEGISLATIVE INVOLVEMENT on next page 
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LOCAL LEAGUE  
PRESIDENTS 
 
Cache County 
Joan McLean 
jmcle@cc.usu.edu 
 
Cedar City 
Barbara Prestwich 
barb.prestwich@hotmail.com 
 
Davis County 
Nelda Bishop 
nelda@xmission.com 
& Marilyn Oberg 
jdmb.oberg@gmail.com 
 
Grand County 
Cynthia Smith 
cjs@manzanasprings.com 
 
Salt Lake 
Anne Zeigler 
azeigler@xmission.com 
& Linda Johnson 
gostalinda @aol.com 
 
Weber County 
Terri McCulloch 
terrimcculloch@aol.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Legislative Orientation 
Jenn Gonnelly, www.gonnelly.com, (801) 252-7323 

 
Training Time: Tuesday, January 20, 11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. 

 
Training Place: Copper Room on the 1st Floor of the Senate Office Building, 
next to the cafeteria dining room. 
 
The 2011 Utah State Legislative Session is right around the corner.  Join your 
fellow League members for a “Legislative primer”.  Experienced League mem-
bers will answer your questions -  What does the League do? How is it done? 
What can you do as a League member and as a member of the Legislative 
Action Corps?  
 
Your help is needed, appreciated, and makes a difference to the State of Utah 
and the League.  Come bring or buy your lunch (in the cafeteria) and, while 
eating, learn how much fun you can have.  
 

LEGISLATIVE INVOLVEMENT continued 
 
• Work with one of the League legislative interest groups to keep track of 

bills on a selected topic. 
• Attend weekly meetings of Legislative Action Corps members each Thurs-

day at 12:30 p.m. in the Senate Office Building cafeteria to hear reports 
and observations and develop strategies.  All League members are wel-
come. 

• Sit in on one or more committee hearings wearing a League button 
(available from the legislative co-directors) and report to the Legislative 
Action Corps on the proceedings. 

• Listen to committee hearings on your computer at home and report to the 
Legislative Action Corps. 

• Prepare informed arguments on issues of interest for use by League mem-
bers when they contact their legislators. 

 
Following the Legislature is always fascinating, if sometimes frustrating.  Be 
part of the fracas. 

 
Nature Photography Exhibit by Sherm Bloom 

LWVSL, Environmental Chr. 
  
Sherm Bloom, our Natural Resource Director, has taken a temporary leave of 
absence from the board due to health problems.  He will have a Photography 
Exhibit at the Main Library starting January 22 and will give a short talk 
at 3:00 PM.  The photographs will be on exhibit until March 4, 2011.   
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Utah League 
Co-presidents 

 
 

Nancy Melling 
ngmelling2@gmail.com 

 
Marilyn O’Dell 

maodell2@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Executive  
Director 
Emeritus 

 
Sandy Peck 

sandy-
peck@xmission.com 

 
 
 
 

Office Manager 
 

Tina Hose 
lwvut@xmission.com 

Watch out! Legislature ahead!  Keep your eyes and ears open! 
Sandy Peck, LWVU, Executive Dir. Emeritus 

 
The general session of the Legislature is coming up, meeting January 24 
through March 10. Again this year your League Action Corps will be on Capitol 
Hill, watching committee and floor action and working for League priorities.  
And once again, every weekday at 8:35 a.m. KCPW-NPR Utah at 88.3 and 
105.3 FM (http://kcpw.org/ ) will broadcast previews by League members of 
What’s Happening Today at the legislature.  Be sure to tune in. 

The previews will be posted on the League website http://www.lwvutah.org/ 
(click on Utah Legislative News) and on Facebook, will be emailed to League 
members, legislators, the media, community groups and individuals. These 
postings and emails will report not only What’s Happening Today, but catch 
you up on What Happened Yesterday (and why) as reported by our Action 
Corps folks. 
 
What you can do: 
• Tune in and check your email.   
• Forward the emails to your friends if you find them interesting (that’s what 

Nanette Benowitz and other Leaguers like to do).  
• Get to know your very own legislators so you can let them know how you 

feel about what you learn.  The Legislature’s award-winning website at 
http://le.utah.gov/ makes it easy to learn more, find out who your Repre-
sentatives and Senators are, then contact them. 

 
Although it can get pretty intense, I enjoy writing and coordinating these  
reports (most of the time).  Thanks to KCPW for this service.  And thanks to 
all of you for your support. 
If you are not already a League member, please join us.  For more info check 
lwvutah.org or contact me at sandypeck@xmission.com, 801-274-1047.  

 
2011: Critical Year for Education in Utah 

Marilyn Bown, LWVSL, Education 
Marilyn.Bown@yahoo.com  or call 801-953-5796 

  
This month the Higher Education & Public Education Appropriations commit-
tees meet simultaneously on Jan. 11th at 1 PM and Jan. 19th at 8 AM. Please 
consider representing the League and taking notes at these important ses-
sions at the Capitol. Contact me by email if you're available. 
  
On Wed, January 12th the LWV-SL education committee will meet to discuss 
critical issues and choose reading materials for February unit meetings. If 
interested in serving on the Education Committee or making reading recom-
mendations, please contact me right away with subjects and source informa-
tion. 



VOTER Page 4                                        

 

2011 LWV Legislative Priorities  
All Leaguers Encouraged and Welcome to Get Involved 

Sherilyn Bennion, 801-274-9215 lcbscb@q.com  & Jenn Gonnelley, 
(801) 252-7323, jenn@gonnelly.com, LWVU Leg. Action Co-Chair 

An opportunity to get involved in the Legislative Session is provided by four legisla-
tive interest groups that share information and ideas through Googlegroups. If you 
have concerns about education, elections and ethics, health care, or natural re-
sources and energy, you may join one of these groups by requesting Tina Hose 
(through the League office, lwvut@xmission.com, 801-272-8683) to add your name 
and email to the group (or groups) you choose. Googlegroups is a free method of 
sending the same email to many people’s email addresses simultaneously. 

Members of these groups receive more information and look at issues in more depth than 
is offered through the Legislative Action Corps Googlegroup. Whether or not you are able 
to attend legislative meetings or listen to them on webcasts, the interest groups provide a 
way to stay involved. If you're interested in the general legislative action corps, Tina also 
can add your name to that list. 
 

Options are:  
Legislative Action Corps, LWVUT-LegAction@googlegroups.com 
Education Group, LWVUT-education@googlegroups.com 
Election/Ethics Groups, LWVUT-elections@googlegroups.com 
Health Care Group, LWVUT-healthcare@googlegroups.com 
Natural Resources and Energy Group, LWVUT-NR@googlegroups.com 
 

___________________________ 
 

LWV Legislative Priorities for the 2011 Legislature 
 
 

1. Follow and take appropriate action on any Legislatively initiated ethics reform  
2. Follow and take appropriate action on any Legislatively initiated redistricting reform 
3. Elections 

a. Support same day registration 
b. Support use of Medicare cards for voter identification at the polls 
c. Take appropriate action on the recommendations of the Strengthening Democ-
racy Commission 

4. Education 
a. Oppose budget cuts to public and higher education 
b. Follow statewide equalization changes 
c. Follow and take appropriate action on sex education reform 

5. Oppose restoring the sales tax on food 
 
6. Health and Human Services  

a. Follow and take appropriate action on changes to State Health Insurance Ex-
change 
b. Oppose opting out of Federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act  
c. Follow and take appropriate action on abortion bills 
d. Follow and take appropriate action on Division of Occupational and Profes-
sional Licensing database bills 

7. Follow and take appropriate action on energy bills 
 

LEAGUE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES continued on next page 
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PLEASE  
NOTE: 

 
 

LOCAL LEAGUE 
Contact 

UPDATES 
 
 

LWV Cedar City 
President  - Barbara Prestwich 
Barb.prestwich@hotmail.com 
 
LWV Davis County 
Co-Presidents: 
Nelda Bishop 
nelda@xmission.com 
 
Marilyn Oberg 
Jdmb.oberg@gmail.com 
 

LEAGUE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES continued  
 
8. Natural Resources 

a. Oppose Snake Valley water transfers to Nevada 
b. Follow and take action reflecting LWVUT 2009 consensus on water is-
sues 
c. Follow and take appropriate action on land use issues 

9. Social Policy 
a. Follow legislative action that pertains to immigration and take appro-
priate action in accordance with LWVUS positions 
b. Follow legislative action that pertains to Affirmative Action and take 
appropriate action in accordance with LWVUS positions  

10. Other League positions - Take action in accordance with adopted League 
positions on bills as they come up. 

Local Leagues Gear Up for Legislative Session 
Janice Gygi, LWVU , Vice President for Local Leagues, 801-576-1891, 

Janice.gygi@uvu.edu 

 

Local leagues are gearing toward the legislative session that is fast approaching.  
This is an opportunity for you to participate in the political process. Each local 
league has a web site that you can access through the state site, 
www.lwvutah.org. Check to see whom to contact to become involved or just to 
keep up to date on the issues.  The state web site also offers information that 
will be valuable to you. Each local league can use new members. For more infor-
mation contact me or your local league. 

CALENDAR FOCUS —  January-Early February 2011 
  To see League Calendar in Full    —   Use Arrows & Top Tabs to Move Around 

 
January 12: Education Committee Meeting 
 

January 19: Hinckley Institute on Affirmative Action, 10:45 a.m., Orson 
Spencer Hall on campus. See top of page 8. 
 

January 19: Utah Population Environmental Coalition meeting, 11:00 a.m., 
4th floor, Main Library.  
 

January 20: Annual Orientation to the Legislature, Copper Room at the Capi-
tol, 11:30 a.m. Chance for Unit Ldrs and others to meet, eat & learn. 
 

January 22: Sherm Bloom’s Photo Exhibit at the Main Library, 3:00 p.m. 
Sherm is temporarily on leave from League duties due to health concerns. 
 

LWVSL Unit meetings: Final week of January plus January 31. Units will dis-
cuss Redistricting. The briefing will be the Annual Orientation at the legis-
lature on Jan. 20th. All Unit leaders should attend. 
 

February 11: Legislative Luncheon with speakers Reps. Paul Ray and  
Jackie Biskupski.  
 

February 14: Osher: In the Know about the 2011 Legislature.  At the Univer-
sity of Utah. See http://continue.utah.edu/osher/ 
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Redistricting Matters – Unit Meeting Topic 
Gigi Brandt, LWSL Program Chr, 

 gigibrandt@att.net, 801-582-1102 
 

The December 21, 2010 release of the census data which determines the 
number of representatives each state receives marks the beginning of a po-
litical process, redistricting, which has very important consequences for 
citizens and is conducted largely under the radar of the citizens.  The way 
that lines are drawn by state legislators for US Congress, Utah Senate and 
House of Representatives, and state school board districts influences what 
laws are enacted, policies discussed, and who will be elected in future elec-
tions.  The same process and considerations apply at the local level. 
 
The census data released in December was used (and is mandated in the 
Constitution) to determine the number of Congressional seats each state 
has.  Utah received a fourth Congressional seat.   
 
The second set of census data is to be released before March 31.  This con-
tains much more information obtained for the purpose of state legislative 
and local redistricting efforts.  This means that the legislature will wait for 
this data to develop their redistricting plans until after the 2011 session is 
over.  Local governments, such as city councils and local school boards, 
have until the end of 2012 to finish their redistricting process.  Data further 
refining the populace are scheduled to be released every month until Au-
gust.  For more information and  up-to-date releases, see “All Things Cen-
sus”  at http://census.pewsocialtrends.org/. 
 
You may find a bit of history interesting.  In the 1780's Patrick Henry, who 
opposed the new Constitution, tried to draw Congressional boundaries to 
keep James Madison, the principal author of the Constitution, from getting a 
seat in the new Congress.    
 
In Utah six members of the current Legislature were on the 2001 Redistrict-
ing Committee: Representatives Jackie Biskupski, Patrice Arent, Wayne 
Harper, and Senators John Valentine and Michael Waddoups.  Senator Wad-
doups served as chair of the 2001 plan, which has been criticized by the 
Wall Street Journal and others. 
 
The idea of incumbent candidates choosing their voters by drawing their 
own district lines, rather than voters choosing their candidates, is disturbing 
to many people.  Many feel that “safe”, non competitive districts are respon-
sible, at least in part, for the lack of civility in political discourse and declin-
ing citizen participation. The Utah LWV has had a position since 1980 advo-
cating a citizen advisory commission to the legislature.  Many of our mem-
bers carried the Advisory Administration Redistricting Commission petition 
last year and over 49,000 Utah voters agreed that the issue should be put 
on the ballot. The Utah Citizens Council has adopted the principles in that 
initiative and, as of press date, is developing a plan calling for a citizen advi-
sory commission and strategies to publicize the issue.   
 

REDISTRICTING MATTERS continued on next page 
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University of Utah 
& 

LWV: 
Learn How 

to 
Be Informed 

& 
Lobby Legislators 

 
 
 

Presented by U of U’s 
Osher Lifelong Learn-
ing Institute & the 
League. 
 
 
Feb 14,  
10 AM – 12 PM, 
Spruce Rm.,  
Utah State Capitol 
 
Discussion of  
important current 
legislative & budget 
issues  & focus on 
how citizens can be 
informed & lobby leg-
islators. 
 
Ends with tour of 
Capitol (opt). 
 
RSVP required – 
801-585-5442 
OR 
visit 
www.osher.utah.edu  

REDISTRICTING MATTERS continued  
 
The Salt Lake County Council will be utilizing a citizen advisory commission 
for redistricting this year.  Their Commission has already begun its meet-
ings. 
 
The Utah LWV and local Leagues can be involved in this important lengthy 
process.  We need people to serve on redistricting committees and to ob-
serve local bodies as they redistrict.  Contact Gigi Brandt at  
gigibrandt@xmission.com or 801-582-1102.   For more information, consult 
the Salt Lake unit material for January (available online also). 
 

Election Law Update 
Study material looking at the LWVUtah's Election Law positions and update 
will be on the website on January 15 with proposed consensus questions. 
 

LWVSL DECEMBER HOLIDAY SOCIAL 
Record Breaking Success 

Jenn Gonnelly, www.gonnelly.com, (801) 448-6536 
 
The December 2, 2009 LWV Holiday Event at the Village III Clubhouse was a 
huge success and broke records in fund raising for a worthy community or-
ganization. 
 

The Salt Lake League Board and members supported the festivities with 
drinks and appetizers. At-the-door donations for Crossroads Urban Center, 
from the event’s fifty or so attendees amounted to $1252. 
 

Crossroads operates Utah's busiest emergency food pantry, a free/low cost 
thrift store, a regional food co-op, and a variety of community organizing and 
advocacy efforts focused on the issues facing low income Utahns. Crossroads 
has been serving low income residents of the greater Salt Lake area for 45 
years. Donations will go to support their work to meet emergency and long 
term needs of the impoverished in our community. Glenn Bailey, Executive 
Director at Crossroads Urban Center, was an engaging speaker who educated 
League members on the challenges faced by his organization in the current 
economic climate. 
 

The Crossroads Urban Center was a worthy recipient of the proceeds of the 
League’s 2010 annual Holiday Event in support of a local non-profit commu-
nity organization. 
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Hinckley Forums  

are held in  
Orson Spencer Hall,  
Room 255, at the  
University of Utah. 

  
 

All forums are free  
and open to the 

public  
and are sponsored  

by the Hinckley  
Institute of Politics  
and The Sam Rich  

Program  
in International  

Politics.  
 
 

Hinckley Forums 
http://

www.hinckley.utah.e
du/events/forums/

index.html 
 

You can also find 
the Hinckley Forums 
on our website on 
the League Calen-

dar!  
 
 

Sync the League’s 
Google  

calendar with your 
own and always stay 

on top of League 
activities. 

“Reaffirming Equal Opportunity: 
Should the Utah Constitution be Amended?” 

 

The University of Utah's 27th Anniversary Celebration of 
 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  -  the Hinckley  Institute is sponsoring a 
panel discussion on affirmative action: 
 

January 19, Wednesday, 10:45  am 
Sponsored by the Hinckley Institute of Politics,  Orson Spencer Hall,   
Caucus Room, # 255,  260 Central Campus Drive,  University of Utah. 
 

 A  panel discussion and forum with Q & A about whether the Utah 
 constitution should be amended to prohibit the use of affirmative 
 action, based on factors  such as gender, race, ethnicity, by Utah 
 state government agencies.  
 Online:  http://diversity.utah.edu/events/mlk/2011/ 

Making a Political Difference in Third Grade 
Marilyn Bown, LWVSL Education Chr 

 

Heard From 3rd Grade Teacher who 
Attended Social Studies Seminar at West Jordan Middle School 

November, 2010 
 

We were standing at an LWV-draped table trying to interest passersby by ask-
ing if they’d like free VOTE18 lesson plans provided by LWVUS online.  
Andrea Blaney, a third grade teacher at Sandy Elementary, stopped to speak 
with us. 
 
She is already teaching about voting in her class. In fact, a girl in her class 
wrote to President Obama this fall based on their focus on being involved in 
what happens in the political life of the country.  She wrote him because she 
thinks she should be able to vote for President and doesn’t understand why 
she cannot.  She told him that she listens to speeches and knows who she 
wants to vote for.  However, she complained to Obama, she only gets to vote 
for school president!! 

LWVSL Approves Improved Record Keeping of Gifts 
 
The LWVSL January Board meeting approved a re-designed in-kind donation/
reimbursement form.  With the form, a process was approved for all members to follow who 
may be spending their own money.  LWVU Development Chair, Stephanie Harpst, says 
that “donated” or “given in-kind” costs should be tracked along with a dollar value in our 
records.  They can be used to make an application for a grant or large donation stronger in 
the eyes of those judging applicants.  The process is simple: 

• Member will submit a copy of the redesigned reimbursement form plus receipts 
to the Office Manager, keeping a copy for herself.  

• The Office Manager will keep one copy of the form & receipts and forward an-
other copy to the appropriate Treasurer, who will write the Member a check if 
requested. 

• The Office Manager will file her copy with the file of the Project on which the 
money was spent. 

Copies of the form are available from the LWVU office, 801- 272-8683, or  
lwvutah@xmission.com. 
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Affirmative Action At Risk in Utah 
Katharine Biele 

 
 
Utah lawmakers may be considering a move again this year to eliminate the 
state’s Affirmative Action programs. To this end, Rep. Curtis Oda, R-Clearfield, 
attempted to pass legislation in the 2010 session. http://le.utah.gov/~2010/bills/
hbillint/hjr024.htm. While it did not pass, Oda’s bill would have asked citizens 
whether they should change Utah’s Constitution to “prohibit the State, public 
institutions of higher education, and political subdivisions from discriminating 
against or granting preferential treatment to any individual or group on the ba-
sis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin with respect to public employ-
ment, public education, or public contracting.”  
 
The effort originated with the American Civil Rights Institute in Sacramento, 
CA, where co-founder Ward Connerly has launched a nationwide challenge — 
state-by-state — to the precepts of Affirmative Action. Connerly believes that 
the need for Affirmative Action has passed, and that states should institute non-
discrimination laws without mentioning specific underrepresented classes of 
people.  
 
The Institute has managed to pass anti-Affirmative Action legislation in five 
states. Colorado rejected such legislation, and Utah is still on the agenda.  
 
The League of Women Voters, in its Social Policy document from 2009, notes 
that it has not only supported Affirmative Action, but has filed amicus briefs in 
several key cases. In an effort to preserve this critical tool for educational, hir-
ing and pay equity, both the national and state Leagues are watching carefully 
the actions in Utah.    
 

Rep. Curtis Oda, R-Clearfield, UT American Civil Rights Institute, Sacra-
mento, CA, co-founder Ward Connerly 
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JANUARY UNIT MEETINGS 
Topic:  REDISTRICTING: What does it mean to you? To Utah? 

 
 

Nite Owls ~ Monday, January 24 @ 7:30 p.m. 
@ 862 Harrison AVE (1375 S) 

Judi Short, host — 801- 487-7387, judi.short@gmail.com 
  

Bench Bunch ~ Wednesday, January 26 @ 9:30 a.m 
@ LWV Office 3806 S Highland Drive 

Carolyn Dunn, Unit Leader — 801-278-9409 
 

Library Unit ~ Thursday, January 27 @ noon-1:30 p.m. 
Room D (downstairs) @ Main Library, 200 E 400 S 

Joyce Barnes, Unit Leader 801-278-2296, jbarnz@xmission.com 
 

Girl Scout Unit ~ Monday, January 31 @ 11 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
@ Girl Scout Headquarters 445 E. 4500 S 

Anne Zeigler, Unit Leader — 801-944-4163, azeigler@xmission.com 
  

Town Club ~ Wednesday, February 2— meet @ 10:45 a.m.  
@ Town Club, 1081 East South Temple 

Alice Steiner, Unit Leader — akarsteiner@aol.com; to reserve lunch ($14)— 801-363-9193 
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